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The Journey towards autonomous agriculture 

 
 
Guest Article by Mr Sergio Soares, Innovation Systems & 
Agronomic Design Leader, CNH Industrial – Technology 
 
 

 
 
Global agriculture has developed at an exponential pace in the last three decades. This 

growth has been fueled by the ever-rising global population and food demand. Technological 

advancements in countries such as Brazil, Russia India and China have contributed 

significantly to this development. Read More → 

 

Global Dialogue on Next-Gen Agri Technologies : 17-18 September 2020 
 
 
The role of Technological innovations and their actual deployment is integral to accelerate 
the transformation of the agricultural sector and help attain the vision of “Aatmanirbhar 
Bharat”. The recent Agricultural reforms introduced by the Government will enable a market 
driven environment that is conducive to increase investments and exports.  
 
To create a sustained dialogue and interaction between Technology 
developers, Entrepreneurs, Innovators, Academics and other stakeholders from the 
Agribusiness Industry and Government, and to ensure the right deployment of the global  
technologies in the Indian agriculture sector, CII organized the Fourth Edition of its flagship 
Advanced Technology Programme in Agriculture on 17-18 September 2020. 
 
The two-day programme that was held in partnership with the Ministry of Agriculture and 
Farmer‟s Welfare, Govt of India, and the Embassy of the Kingdom of Netherlands, witnessed 
deliberations between the sectoral experts from across the world. Speakers from India, 
Netherlands, Singapore, Australia, United States and Brazil shared the present status of 
research, development, and techno-commercial deployment of next gen AgTech solutions. 
In line with the annual theme of CII‟s FACE, the four segments under the spotlight were – 
AgRobotics, Bioinnovations, Digital Ag, and AgNanotech. 
 
 
 
 

http://ciiagtech.com/newsletter/The-journey-towards-autonomous-agriculture-Article-1.pdf


During the Opening Session, Prof Ramesh Chand released the vision paper on „Digital 
Agriculture‟. This is the 1st paper in the series and will be followed by detailed vision 
documents on Robotics, Nanotechnology and Biotechnology. The objective of these papers 
is to provide a roadmap to deploy these technologies on ground through a collaborative 
effort between government bodies, industry partners, and CII. 
 

 
 
 
The opening session reverberated the national theme of Technology Led Resilience for a 

Self-Reliant Farmer, Self-Reliant Agriculture, and thus a Self-Reliant India.  Read More → 

 

International News 
 
 

Plant-based protein maker v2food raises $55m: ‘We consider ourselves part of 
the meat industry’ 
 
Australian plant-based meat maker v2food has raised A$77 million (US$55 million) in its 
Series B round, taking its total funding to date to A$113 million ($80 million) and setting the 
stage for its expansion into Asia. Read More...  
 

Robotics for primary food handling tasks 
 
For many decades we have witnessed the increasing use of robots for end of line palletising 
tasks and, more recently, their successful roll out for secondary packaging operations. In this 
article, we explore whether the „Holy Grail‟ for robotics in the food sector – namely, their use 
for primary food handling and packing, has finally come of age. Read More.....  
 

Microsoft 4Afrika Advocates AgriTech Collaboration for Food Security 
 
LAGOS – Considering that it takes an entire ecosystem to initiate a change, Microsoft 
4Afrika has urged companies, government departments and agencies, network of startups 
and entrepreneurs to collaborate in increasing access to agricultural knowledge with a goal 
to solving food insecurity in the continent. Read More....  
 

Indian AgTech Highlights 

http://ciiagtech.com/newsletter/CII-Global-Dialogue-20201Article-2.pdf
https://www.v2food.com/
https://agfundernews.com/v2food-banks-55m-to-take-its-plant-based-protein-to-asia.html
https://www.newfoodmagazine.com/article/122571/robotics/
https://www.independent.ng/microsoft-4afrika-advocates-agritech-collaboration-for-food-security/


 
 

Freshtohome nets $121 mn from Dubai wealth fund, PE firms 
 
Freshtohome Foods Pvt. Ltd, an online fish and meat seller, said Tuesday it has raised $121 
million (Rs 893 crore) in its Series C funding round from a clutch of foreign and domestic 
investors. Read More....  
 

Origo Raises Rs 35 cr Venture debt From Northern Arc Capital and Others 
 
India‟s emerging agritech supply chain and trade finance company, Origo, has received a 
fresh round of debt funding from capital investment firm Northern Arc Capital, and 
others. Read More...  
 

Soil-tech startup Krishitantra raises $1M seed round from NABVENTURES, 
Omnivore 
 
The soil-tech startup said that the funds will be used to expand operations across India, to 
help farmers realise the increased profitability and sustainability via improved soil health. 
Read More...  
 

Piyush Goyal says startups demonstrated ability to turn Covid into business 
potential; hails edtech 
 
Apart from online education, digital sectors including online grocery delivery, medicine 
delivery, telemedicine gained significant prominence as people avoided moving out amid 
Covid-induced safety and hygiene concerns. Read More...  
 

Telangana plans to use AI-driven drones in farming 
 
A novel experiment to test the efficacy of drones using artificial intelligence to identify crops, 
pests and later spray pesticides or fertilizer, began in Karimnagar district. Read More...  
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